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dwarfism

Child had symptoms associated with psycho-sozigf

NIP)\. , sleep ly, refl
eal ve repeti
and cause seir- munhi
bting
‘Acthrding to {estimeny. Jokn
Ryan seemed to have most of
symptoms, n-.-lndmg alicre fo
bond with his mother.
HEWIB!IADMIMHEWI‘" what

as financial problems and marital
discord

Peycho social dwarfism chil-
dren often come fami

where one parent e away & 5]
and such was the case al the
Turner home with Steven being a
military mecha

‘The key feature of the condition
is d:prwllinn of contact with oth-
particula;

2d out that young John Ryan
Turner had very little contact
with the outside wor

He also referred to testimony
from Dr. Meek who suggesied
wlu-

Steven Turner s
ing his son in the I'l.|l of 1993 LII
attempts for John Ryan to bond
closer with his mother, the child
became greater at risk in psycho-
social dwarfism.

Ferguson claimed Steven

to death, said.
Tergaten alleged there were
 inidents where Steven and
Turner showed no

tion, Iove or respect for M lltllz

referred to various testimo-

ny P e ]
friends who remembered the shy,

timid boy next door.

e court heard o ane occasion

Turner was mowing_the

I.nmlnd.luhn Ryan was terrified.

ing to the testimony, when

tocut the grass because she didn't
wullJﬁ\an‘zllllnwwupmbea
b=

dmnz claimed Steven
s playpen,
e i e

said this incident il
“'a deep, disturbing oth-
Stes

“John Ryan had no escape. He
ile kid in a piaypen, -

cited other incidents of Lare-
yelling”
boy as well as name calling
Nelghbors. testified she, called
J.a. Ryan “a wimp, & klutz, &

P Ferguson said it wasn't the
name d would understand ;
it was the tone and expression, the
emtional degradation

e noted the Turners lived in &
s 4 et
iat Steven Turner atweys lived

but -]w had a responsibility to
correct

it
m::ﬁm also lrl‘ud lhll IJ-
hrdd
-s

lﬂvnd

iy bouolod dob tah bl ki
laied his own wrist by biting

the skin, and this was one
of the many Issues raised by the

Crown.

“If & reasonable parent saw a
child selt- mutilated, wouldn' they
uiewnu child to a doctor?

Several doctors, including Dr.
Charles Gardiner who spent 10
Tnonths in Zimbabwe, Alrich, e
tified at the trial they never
such an extreme case of mrvl-

tion.
John Ryan weighed 20.5 pounds.
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/hen e died. On his second birth-
dly. be weighed tiree pounds

Crlm! hh Iuh on socks lllund

lood from the vm:nm
“If you believe this child was
lEged based on the testimony, it
|- es lway any reasonable
common sense pre-

"o, poinied oo tat anly twa
P the exa

cal treatment of .Tnlm Ryan
paren

and even il it did happen
didn’t kill him. It was severe mal-
nutrition and starvation.

Doctors testified that some-

ven wasn't present can simply be
cons as hearsay. The same
applies to Lorelel with regards to
Iy T

gnnud Dr. Gardiner as saying
teven was ‘‘genuinely dis-
traught' the morning of Johin

s death, that he was ‘‘weep-

m’(e abjected to Ferguson's sug-

gestion that the Turners hn-ed

morning of their son's

th out of fear rather than sym-
pathy or remorse.

id witnesses were

“very fair” to his client, noting
only” two implied that Steven
Turner acted improperly with his

son.
tified Steven swore at
Jon Hy‘ln and Whynot agreed it

times a child with psycl

dwi will ref hul not a

they're offered food, and the de- mrrv! Another witness lsur$

ence court of this al

. m,:,’"' doi if years and siapped
'namu Maym. IBl {ace.

= tragedy,” Whynot 1 behavior,”

hmhe:lldﬁnrehmmuml’nr
emation or public opinion in the
court

room.
The young 1 uamnn defence
lawyer have
been ‘“‘very dlﬂ:cull" {nr ml
e
Miramichi rnm nny llry because
of the graj utopsy photos and
that's why the ?ycum ‘was made

‘mouth,
a black eye, bruises, burns and
scars.

pointed out even the pe-
ind pathologist
e of sl o

in
i T wa wat

fed

lmm Lor!h had vmen Sle-

said Whynot. “Parents can use
relm\l le force to discipline
hildren. "

chudedclllrbeﬂllmllny
ing Steven “‘was a Id.ﬂln)\u

-m”:-luln

nlme I Mr.

'nlrne( to have
Rl-ln They've losta son 4 posa

Jnllll Ryan's little llllu Amln-

da, was n a
:,';‘,'5,"‘,;;“" ah:;“.l'?:lel::y -

rents eep
I«u but fal l,l;:cl

Steven made a
e of mmnes but said:

coup
uman. Let's give

Hey, we're all huma
the guy a
Hmp.’“uﬂ e hir hl.:'w&
se and fair in -
dence,” noting the doctor admil
Izdhemn.lhl'belwnﬂnm

sure that John Ryan had psycho-
social dwarfism and mmnmd ev-
eryone “not to point the finger
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m‘cwn:n
ON ALL MAJOR
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e Crown
o prove beyond a reasonable
doubt (the ‘l‘umm committed
- nslaughter), not the other way

“This whole case is by infer-
ence, :ircum‘lthnﬂll evidence and

He uw:nheﬂ evidence from
Doug Orr lab
as "wuﬂhl hvl:llc Orr I-lld
paint on & chuit In the child's
t on the closet,
Dut agresd it alto could have
matched uﬂur
d questions about

‘Whynot raised
the mme lab’s anal of th!
Iocll id to have W
f the boy. There w:
e blnml was in !h! mldale
't there

ve
uf hlood with saliva in me

middie?” he
Erm

long the socks we
lbern he nn! Wls it Mr

the Crown
has also failed to prove the
Turners { vide the ne-

cessities of life to John Rya
“‘Psycho-social dwarfi m is
new to all of us wlld»
u;\r ‘Turners,” he said. *“Lore-
never inlenionally rejected
her son. She had post

tpartum
depression,” and Slwen didn't
Kkngw what was going on, he said

about whal was going an aa every:
m*:n:l:nrja:’w ind asked if
ory a
were so confused,
they look after another child
w|¥ replied that research of
m! 10+ :uclll dwarfism shows
mmon. There can be

xlxchi.ldrwllll!lllﬂlv and only
one affected, he said.

“The question ou stand
on Duum- river Wluy” This is
ited syndrome, he add-

“It's dynamic. It's complex. It's
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not mlt‘rllaﬂ starvation
caused the bay's and “the
Crown

clients iﬂmllmlmmﬁ food
from their son.”

ynot nsist-
ed that what hay in John
Ryan Turner’s life between Jan-

uary and April 28, 1983, i ll spac-
ulation because nobody sa
.Wbywauould

In his defence,
John Iljyllu ‘wasting away was a
process and that even Dr.
Meek testified the child may have
im during. of his ill-
ness — which he si s nu
why he was out wi
waekbdmlmdamhlhﬂl

"i?ma several people simy
described John Ryan 'as 8 thin
child and there was no evidence

nessed.
Meanwhile, Doucet -gmd oy
ch)mclll. dwarfism is rare
““This is the most hlnm
m I've ever been associated

mninoex:mwnmu:ﬂiu
nosis of John Ryan Turner by dos

the boy nnJy mn
superficial wounds, none of
SR

Doucet was annoyed with what
he said was the Crown's atiempt

nce to wwuﬂ Uul mlzr

ence,” ho said.
The C!vw“:;lgg:. in fncwlj‘m
men! in
e ot here b

closet, but there n infer-
ence of it. ly, that is why
the E;d““ on the chair was
matcl tha the closet,

the chair was moved to see if
marks on the door matched up

Doucet described Lorelei

Turner as a severely depressed
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mother with “‘simple, unsophisti-
cated thinkin
thou

g
she was

than unwilling.* ] md with her
son, and “this w: of her on-
going mental risdech

Riordon asked why she
was able to look after a second
child. Doucet gave the same an-
swer

bond with one child, but not an-
other

‘The Sackville defence la
also suggesied wiinesses who
re concerned about «child
c'nlllﬂ have taken action, but

Riordon interjected: *‘They
didn’t see the overall mclu.re
ably the way the parents
have.”

Doucet, however, went on to say
a lack of communication between
health care agencies on the 'vnr--
michi 10 be improve
noted one Gocklr hadn't he:rd
from Lorelei in months, but as-
sumed everything was ‘'better. "

ln the end, Doucet summed up

i (O ol i
R o Ryan
Turner's death

. He asked when the parents
t to have known™
l care, lnd Rlurdnn unzx

hld seen his bady ml!m to hlve

e argued the Turners
showed “no wanton or reckl
disregard” for the child's life and
said they should be acquitted

Twins die in car

COLLEGE PARK, Ga. (AP) —
Three-year-old twin girls were
fou in a_car

rhed In swellering heat outside

1r suburban Atlanta apart.

S i whoove ot B -
‘missing, may have
Hied b hermia, or aver-
heating, authorities said.

It was not immediately clear
why the children were in the car.
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